
Merton Abbey Mills 

Merton Abbey Mills takes part of its 

name from Merton Priory.  

Built in the 12th century, it was one 

of the most important religious 

buildings of the Middle Ages. 

Craft time! 

What      

is a   

priory?  

A building occupied       

by a community                        

of monks, canons,                           

or nuns. 

Window tracery from Merton Priory, on 

display in the Museum of London 

In 1538, the Priory and its lands were 

surrendered to Henry VIII. Most of the 

buildings were demolished, but some 

remain standing today! 

King Henry III’s Queen, Eleanor of 

Provence, and King Henry VI were 

both crowned at Merton Priory!  

Make your own Medieval crown by 

following the instructions here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MY5q9gv6KCY 

The Beginning: Merton Priory 

Many medieval abbeys and       

priories had stained glass   

windows.  

 

Learn how to make your own 

stained glass craft by following the 

instructions here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MY5q9gv6KCY 

Ruins of the Priory Chapter House 
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The Wheelhouse 

By 1600, textile mills had been 

established along the River 

Wandle. The river water was 

ideally suited for washing, 

dyeing, and printing textiles.  

200 years ago, there were 

nearly 100 watermills on the 

River Wandle. The wheel at 

Merton Abbey Mills is the only 

one left in full working order. 

Today the Wheelhouse is a 

pottery workshop and gallery, 

open to visitors from   

Wednesday to Sunday.  

The giant water wheel now 

drives the potter’s wheel.  

What is a      

textile? 

A type of cloth or    

woven fabric  

Craft time! 

Make your own miniature water wheel by           

following the instructions here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7w6g3KlJzY&t=20s 
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The Textile Industry 
By 1792, over a thousand people were employed by various print works and      
businesses in the area, and the River Wandle was one of the hardest working rivers 
in the whole of Europe. 

William Morris was an artist, textile designer, poet, writer, 
philosopher, and reformer. In 1881 he founded a crafts 
works downriver near Merton High Street. This produced 
hand printed textiles, carpets, tapestries, and stained 
glass. Morris provided clean and healthy working  
conditions for his employees, having higher wages than 
average.  

What was the Arts       

& Crafts Movement? 

Designers and craftsmen keen to 

create unique, beautiful,  

hand-made goods, rather than 

mass production in factories. 

Craft time! 

Try your hand  

at screen                  

printing your 

own designs by      

following the     

instructions here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61yoiaa_IFU 

Notable Name 
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Liberty Textiles 

Arthur Liberty purchased a print 
works at Merton Abbey Mills in 1904, 
replacing most of the old buildings. 
His firm was known for its exquisite 
printed fabrics, sold at a flagship store 
in Regent Street, London.  

Fabrics were block printed by hand at the 
mills till the 1960s. It could take two weeks 
to make one block. Up to 27 blocks were 
needed to create some of Liberty’s Indian 
shawl designs. 

What is        
block     

printing? 

It involves carving a pattern 
onto a large block. This is then 
covered with ink and carefully 

pressed onto fabric to print 
the design. 

Craft time! 

Make your own 

block printing 

craft by following 

the instructions 

here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BESZ8XUpM0Y&t=79s  

Make a sun printed 

fabric design by      

following the            

instructions here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXA5GLmaTq4 
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The Colour House Theatre 

This is one of the oldest buildings at 
Merton Abbey Mills. It may be a  
surviving section of Merton Priory 
and is now a listed building 

What does 
Grade II 

listed mean? 

In the UK a Grade II listing 

means that a building or 

structure is protected due 

to its age, or historical     

importance. 

The Colour House Theatre 
opened in the summer of 1995. 
Today the venue is open for a 
variety of theatre shows, events, 
music gigs and comedy nights. 
It is best known for its weekend 
Children's Theatre, including 
musical versions of famous fairy 
tales. 

Craft time! 

 

 

Make your own theatre playset by      

following the instructions here:  

Step 1: The Theatre!                           
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTnqKr5EK2s 

Step 2: Scenery!                                  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuM-KQDnDmg  

Step 3: Props!                                        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujuY-GcNsVQ  

Step 4: Characters!                             
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08KSKif41Wc 
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Merton Abbey Mills 

Photo Sources: 

•Merton Priory window tracery photo by Mike Peel 

(www.mikepeel.net)., CC BY-SA 4.0  

•Merton Priory Chapter House Ruins photo by Peter Trimming, 

CC BY-SA 2.0 

•Waterwheel photo: https://wandlevalleypark.co.uk/locations/merton/

merton-abbey-mills/  

•Current Pottery Studio photo: http://

www.missimmyslondon.com/2011/08/merton-abbey-mills.html  

•Old screen printing, weaving shed, and William Morris photos:  

https://www.mertonabbeymills.org.uk/history/  

•Old Liberty textile photo: https://www.mertonabbeymills.org.uk/history/  

•Liberty block printing photo: https://www.mertonabbeymills.org.uk/

history/  

•Colour House Theatre photo: https://www.mertonabbeymills.org.uk/

history/  

•Children Theatre cast photo: http://colourhousetheatre.co.uk/rebrand/

childrens-parties/  

 

Information Source: 

https://www.mertonabbeymills.org.uk/history/  
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